
MINUTES OF THE HMS CAVALIER ASSOCIATION ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING HELD AT 
1030Hrs ON SUNDAY 6TH APRIL 2014 AT THE KING CHARLES HOTEL CHATHAM. 

 

Following the marching on of the Association Standard by Shipmate John Ironton, the 
meeting was opened by the Chairman Tony Cox. 

Crossing of the Bar 
The Chairman read out the names of those that had Crossed the Bar over the last 
year;- 
William Abley, Norman Barton, Harold Embelton, David Kilbride, J. McIllvenny, Ken 
Budd, Brian Stephens, Alf Bately, David Jobling, Ken Millar, Derek Brooks, Norman 
Edward Philpott, Ivor Robinson MBE, John Edward Coe. 
The Chairman read out the Eulogy, and called for a minute’s silence, in remembrance 
of them. 

Apologies 
The Secretary read out the apologies;- 
Roger & Sue Bliss, Charlie & Margaret Haydon, Harry Horton, J. Plummer, Len & 
Brenda Page, Mick Withington. 

Minutes of previous Meeting 
The Minutes of the 2013 AGM have been published in the “Capers” and copies 
circulated to the membership present. The secretary proposed that the Minutes be 
taken as read. 
It was proposed by B. Knell and seconded by S. Clare that the Minutes are taken as 
read. 
Agreed. Unanimously. 

Matters Arising 
None. 

Chairman’s Address 
 
Introduction 
Shipmate, Ladies and Gentlemen Welcome to the HMS Cavalier Association Annual 
General Meeting 2014 held in The King Charles Hotel Chatham. 
Giving Thanks 
There are a few shipmates in the association that work tirelessly though out the 
year on the association’s behalf, I would like to give a vote of thanks to John 
Ironton and Bill Lace our Standard Bearers.   
Another vote of thanks to Ron Rymer, our custodian of the Website. A really big 
thank you to Ron for all the hard work he’s put in during the last 12 months in 
keeping the website live and Ship’s Office open. 
Another big thank you goes to all those shipmates that give up their weekends to 
work on the ship, and Julie who keeps us well fed and watered.  
A big thank you to the ladies that tirelessly sell the raffle tickets and Jan for doing 
the slops. 
Without these people working in the background things would not run as smooth 
as they do. 
Tony Cox 

Presidents Address 
I have a feeling that you will have heard my voice more than enough this weekend 
already, but I must say one or two things. I will however keep it very brief and let 
the events of the weekend speak for themselves 
I am delighted that so many of you have come along this weekend to celebrate our 
ships 70th anniversary – as it happens it within a few weeks of my own 70th 
Anniversary! I hope you all have enjoyed the weekend. It is no small thing for a ship 
to be afloat and in such good order after such a long life and that is due to the care 



and work of the CHDT and of course to the Cavalier volunteers. But it is also due, as 
I said last night, to the huge and successful efforts of our life Patron, Admiral John 
and others to get the ship here and find the resources to maintain her. It was 
wonderful that Admiral John was able to be here with us yesterday. 
The preparation for the 70th has occupied most of the past year> it has been more 
difficult than the 60th, because resources and money are much less readily available 
this time than they were last time, and with the best will in the world the Navy has 
slipped in its public profile both nationally and even here in Chatham, despite its long 
naval history. It has required huge efforts by a lot of people, some of whom I 
mentioned last night. Here, amongst our own people, I want to mention and express 
on behalf of all of us our thanks to all the Committee, but perhaps especially to the 
Chairman, Tony Cox. Tony has spent a huge amount of time, travelling up from 
Weymouth to London and to Chatham on a number of occasions, liaising with the 
Naval Regional Commander, the Historic Dockyard, the Royal Marine band, HMS 
Lancaster the Medway Authorities and the offices of a number of dignitaries, to pull 
the whole thing together and to make sure it happened. I am most grateful to you 
Tony and I am sure that I speak for every member of the association when I say a 
most sincere thank you. 
It says a great del both for the ship and the efforts of Tony and his team that the 
Navy was prepared to support the event with the Royal marine Band and the a ship. 
There are fewer bands now than 10 years ago, and the number of ships are down 
from about 90 to about 60, and escorts from 29 to 19, all of them very busy on 
almost continual operational tasks. It is no small compliment to Cavalier and to the 
Association that the First Sea Lord was prepared to provide a band and ship to this 
weekend. Of course you will have been disappointed as I was in the end, after huge 
efforts by lots of people; the ship was unable to berth in Chatham. The dockyard has 
simply silted up, more than was realised and modern escorts draw a great deal more 
than Cavalier. The HDT, the NRC and the town were all prepared to put money 
towards the cost but the dockyard is the property of a private operator and, in the 
end they decided that there was no adequate business case for dredging the yard 
and the berth. It speaks volumes for the ship and for naval flexibility and “can do” as 
a whole they were ready to shift the visit to Dover and to travel up from there to 
provide us with appropriate support. It is very much appreciated and I think 
Lancaster deserves a resounding cheer for their huge contribution to the success of 
the weekend. Success it certainly was, and all our VIPs remarked on the success of 
the day and the wonderful atmosphere that the Cavalier Association has and hoe 
friendly and welcoming it was. The Mayor of Medway was thrilled to see the Navy 
back and is inspired to get the RN to the Medway more and the visitors to the 
Dockyard on Saturday morning couldn’t believe their luck. You can congratulate 
yourselves that you have given the Navy’s image in this part of the world 
enormously. 
I believe the Association is still in good shape and as healthy as we can all reasonably 
expect, given the passage of time. Several of our VIPs remarked on the strength and 
cohesion of the CA, and neither I nor any of our distinguished guests could think of 
another ship with so healthy and dedicated Association. I want express, on all our 
behalves, our great gratitude for all those,  and not just the Officers and Committee 
vital though they are, who put so much time and effort in to making sure the Cavalier 
Association is well run, well informed and , thanks to Nobby, still solvent! I know 
Nobby will go to his grave with the Associations wallet firmly zipped up and the word 
“No” still on his lips. But I hope that you have all felt it was worthwhile to come to 
Chatham for this Great Occasion. Please enjoy the remaining time here, and I look 
forward very much to seeing you all next year at Blackpool. 



 
Jeremy Blackham 
 

SECRETARYS ADDRESS 
Good morning shipmates and ladies.  
I would like to endorse the words spoken by Jeremy especially to Tony and Nobby 
for loosening the purse strings just! 
I am running out of material for the “Capers” so please let me have some of your 
stories it don’t have to be about the Cavalier I am sure your shipmates would like to 
hear of your deeds during you time in the service or even Civvy street. 
Enjoy the rest of the reunion. 
 
Terry Willis 

Treasurers Address 2014 
 
Welcome to the AGM  
I hope you all enjoyed the celebrations of yesterday? Welcome back to reality!  
You should all have the front page of the audit in front of you, you will notice that 
the books closed a month earlier than usual; this is for obvious reasons, as If we 
closed them as of the 31st March as usual the books could not have been audited in 
time for the AGM.  
You will also notice that we have spent a lot of money for this year and will be 
spending more! And I hope that you can understand the reasons why.  
As I informed you at the last AGM the cost of parading the Standard would 
increase as the cost of fuel etc. goes up we cannot expect it to be done without 
some cost.  
Wherever it is paraded the families are always pleased and grateful for its presence; 
and it keeps the ships name highlighted wherever it is attending.  
Both Katie and Bill I feel deserve a vote of thanks for giving their time and they are 
always prepared to go anywhere at short notice.  
As you know our Web Master does a magnificent job and this year it has cost a few 
pounds to get a couple of problems sorted out  
I was disappointed when Terry informed me that no volunteer have as yet come 
forward to take over the Treasurers Post. Don't all rush?  
Every paid up member is going to get the Book from our illustrious Author Barry, 
likewise the glass for the ladies, but with the rider that those who are not at the 
AGM will have to pay the postage to receive them, as you know the cost of which is 
horrendous (Bring back Clause 4!!!)  
The large photo of the ship both in its 44 and 72 configuration was commissioned by 
Iggy Bliss and given to me, Iggy is quite happy to provide this entire picture on a 
Flash Drive Send you orders to me and I will pass on your address etc. to him.  
The Auditor's report and all the Bank Statements are with me and anyone who 
would like to peruse them please feel free to do so,  
And if you have any questions I will endeavour to answer them.  
David Thompson asked if the Committee felt that there should be an increase in the 
monies transferred to the Welfare fund as the membership was getting older. The 
Committee where of the opinion that no action was needed as under the 
constitution monies could be transferred as and when required. 
M. Clarke 
Treasurer 

 
 



VICE CHAIRMANS REPORT 
 

David confirmed that the reunion next year will be held at Tiffney’s Hotel Blackpool 
15th – 18th May 2015. 
 
He also announced that he had 3 options for 2016 they are as follows ;- Tor Bay, 
Bournemouth, Isle of Wight, there was a further suggestion from the floor which was 
Plymouth. 
The Chairman asked for a show of hands which resulted in the following results;- 
 
Tor Bay   20 
Bournemouth  2 
Isle of Wight  15 
Plymouth  12 
 
The venue for 2016 will be Tor bay hotel and dates to be announced at a later date 
in Capers. 
 

CAVALlER BOOK 
Barry stated that it had been a labour of love and hoped we all will enjoy reading it. 
There may be a few printing mistakes but they are not his. 
He also said that this was the 15th year of the Cavalier had been at Chatham. 
He expressed his thanks to Chris Jones and his team for all the work they had put 
into her over the years. 
Barry Knell 
 

 
 

ELECTION OF OFFICERS 
There have been no nominations for any of the posts, the incumbent committee are 
all prepared to stand for a further year pending membership agreement, a vote took 
place to re-elect en-bloc which was proposed by Peter Stone and seconded by Bill 
Arbin, and this was passed unanimously. 
 
The Chairman proceeded to close the meeting and the standard was marched off. 
 
“Up Spirits” 
 
Terry Willis      Tony Cox 
 
 
Hon Sec      Chairman 
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