
MINUTES OF THE HMS CAVALIER ASSOCIATION ANNUAL 
GENERAL MEETING HELD AT 1000Hrs ON SATURDAY16TH 

MAY 2015 AT THE TIFFANY’S HOTEL BLACKPOOL. 
 

Following the marching on of the Association Standard by Shipmate John 
Ironton, the meeting was opened by the Chairman Tony Cox. 

Crossing of the Bar 
The Chairman read out the names of those that had Crossed the Bar 
over the last year;- 
John Skelton, BWR Puttock, Les Johnson, David Kemp, Charlie 
Thompson, Stan Rosenkranz, David Davies, IC Dayer, Ken Houghton, 
Admirals John’s Wife Elizabeth, David Thompson’s wife Brenda, Larry 
Nolan’s wife Irene. 
The Chairman read out the Eulogy, and called for a minute’s silence, in 
remembrance of them. 

Apologies 
The Secretary read out the apologies;- 
Admiral John, Ron Garside, Peter Stone, Martin Gude, Len and Brenda 
Page, David Carver, Ron Rymer, David Thompson, Steve Clare, Tony 
and Joyce Cox, Barry Knight, Terry Bowser and Cliff East. 
 

Minutes of previous Meeting 
The Minutes of the 2014 AGM have been published in the “Capers” and 
copies circulated to the membership present. The secretary proposed 
that the Minutes be taken as read. 
It was proposed by M. Hollamby and seconded by J. Hills that the 
Minutes are taken as read. 
Agreed. Unanimously. 

Matters Arising 
None. 

 
Chairman’s Address 

 

Introduction 

Shipmate, Ladies and Gentlemen Welcome to the HMS Cavalier 
Association Annual General Meeting.  

Giving Thanks 
There are a few shipmates in the association that work tirelessly 
throughout the year on the association’s behalf.  
I would like to give a vote of thanks to John Ironton and Bill Lace our 
Standard Bearers.   
Another vote of thanks to Ron Rymer our custodian of the Website. A 

really big thank you to Ron for all the hard work he’s put in during the 
last 12 months in keeping the website live and Ship’s Office open. 



Another big thank you goes to all those shipmates who give up their 
weekends to work on the ship, and Julie who keeps us well fed and 
watered.  
A big thank you to the ladies that tirelessly sell the raffle tickets and Jan 
for doing the slops. 

Without these people working in the background things would not run 
as smooth as they do. 
 
Tony Cox 
Chairman 

 
 

Presidents Address 
 
Welcome to the 2015 Reunion.  After so great a success last year it is 
very good to see so many of you again this year. 
Last year you heard me speak three times and you must have been as 
bored with hearing my voice as I was. You were very tolerant, but I 
shall try to be much briefer this year. 
 
 
Admiral John 
First things first.  Yesterday I had along telephone conversation with 
Admiral John, to find out how he is and report to you and also to see if 
he wanted to send any message to this reunion.  As always I found him 
cheerful and positive, looking forwards and offering encouragement, 
interested in the Association and. The thing that I most admire about 
him, quite uncomplaining about anything.  A great man indeed. 
He said that he was getting used to being on his own, was being very 
well supported by his family and by carers.  He had just returned from a 
two day trip t Chatham to attend a meeting of the Historic Dockyard 
ambassadors of whom he, as a strong and valued supporter of the 
Dockyard, is one. He had found it a little tiring but he was full of 
enthusiasm for the work of the Dockyard Trust and for the care it is 
taking of our ship.  He asked me to give his love to you all and 
particularly asked me to thank on his behalf all those who wrote to him 
and sent flowers after Liz’s death earlier this year, and especially those 
who attended her funeral,  He was very touched by all this, 
The Dockyard Trust 
I have also recently visited the dockyard to have a “stocktaking meeting 
“with the Chairman, Admiral Garnett and the Director Richard 
Holdsworth.  Richard told me that having originally been a little wary 
and suspicious about having the ship, he had come to love it and saw it 
as the Dockyard’s central attraction.  He said that, as the custodian of 
the National Destroyer Monument, he regarded the links with the 
Cavalier Association, and through the Association with the Royal Navy 



and with those who had served in “real” destroyers, as of vital 
importance to the Dockyard and remains very keen to maintain those 
links.  I thanked him for looking after the ship so well. 
Although I did not have the chance to visit the ship, I did have a good 
look at her from outboard and I am pleased to report that she looked 
very well. 
Summary 
I promised to be very brief and I am also done but I must finish with 
some thanks. Let me first repeat Tony Cox’s thanks to the officers and 
to the Committee for all the work they do to keep the show on the road 
and to organise this reunion and the other event we have.  And since 
Tony cannot thank himself, let me thank him most warmly on all your 
behalves.  May I think the wonderful ladies who do so much to make 
the Association run as successfully as it does, and IoW tours and 
especially Shirley Winn (who I am sorry is unable  to be with us this 
year).  And last of all, let me thank all of you for coming; without you 
there would be no reunion. 
Do enjoy this evening and the weekend, and I look forward to seeing 
you all in Torquay next year. 
Jeremy Blackham 

 
SECRETARYS ADDRESS 

Good morning shipmates and ladies and gentlemen. 
I apologise for the state of some of the photos in the last issue of Capers. 
Unfortunately I can’t do much with them if the originals I receive are not 
of the best quality. 
As usual I am looking for material for the Capers in particular regarding 
the Cavalier, I have plenty of jokes and short stories which are not 
related. 
If anybody is interested in reading the USS Cavalier (APA37) Association 
newsletter and also the USS Slater DE-766 newsletter please let me 
have your email address and I will send them to you. 
The 8th Destroyer Association have started up a web site it is worth 
having a look at the web address is:- 
 www.8thdestroyersquadronassociation. It covers the period of 1945-
1963. 
David Thompson has asked me to thank the membership on his behalf 
for the great support they gave him and his family with cards, flowers 
from all around the globe and the support at the funeral of his wife 
Brenda, and also to the Association and Standard Bearer for the honour 
of the presence of the Association Standard, representing all that Brenda 
did for the Cavalier. 
He sends his best wishes to everyone and hopes to see dome of you at 
the next working weekend. 
Enjoy the rest of the reunion. 
 
Terry Willis 

http://www.8thdestroyersquadronassociation/


 

The Treasurers Report AGM 2015 
This has been a rather tough year as far as the finances go; by this I 
mean we spent quite a few shekels celebrating the 70th anniversary of 
the launch of our ship. 
I also spent money stocking up with “T Shirts” and the DVD of the day 
and unfortunately I still have most of them! 
Books, we bought 300 to give each member one and I still have 98 left 
@ £10 so like a lot of others we are Stock Rich but Cash Poor!! (See 
the attached Stock list) 
When I sent the books to those who requested them and wasn’t able to 
attend the reunion I had to charge for postage which cost £3.20 per 
copy, this £3.20 I put in the donations column as I didn’t want to give the 
wrong impression of the money spent on Postage and I did not want to 
put it down as the Treasurers expenses which would have raised a few 
eyebrows!  
Although I had to pay in the first instance and then reclaim it which then 
went down as a postage cost suitably annotated by the receipts from 
the Post Office so it equals out in the end. 
A cost which I warned a couple of years back which would increase and 
for obvious reasons, is the Standard Bearers expenses, and I feel this 
will have to be addressed sooner rather than later, either as an expense 
that we bear or that it can be partially funded by a donation from the 
family requesting the standard, controversial, but funds are finite! Sorry!! 
As no-one once again has come forward as my relief as the treasurer 
despite my pleas for the past ten years I now feel it is time for me to 
leave the post. 
I am willing to carry on for the coming year BUT and I emphasise BUT! I 
shall after presenting the Treasurers report to the AGM 2016 in 
Torquay, (God Willing)I shall give the books and auditors report to the 
Chairman so as he can co-opt a member to act as the Treasurer if no-
one has come forward. 
I feel after nearly twenty years of the subscriptions at £10 it is time for 
them to rise to £15 to cover the extra rise in costs which is inevitable to 
happen!  
Then we could carry on financing the Standard Bearers expenses and 
any other rise in costs.  
But that is up to the membership but I will propose this rise at the next 
AGM (Tin Hat and Anti-Flash gear applied to my person!) Anyone willing 
to second me? 
Enjoy the Reunion and the remainder of your stay in Blackpool 

 
M. Clarke 
Treasurer 

 
 
 



 

HMS CAVALIER ACCOUNTS from 01/3/2014 to 01/03/2015 
  From 01/03/2014 .   To 31/03/2015. 

INCOME £ EXPENDITURE £ 
Treasurer’s Account    5600.96 Chairman’s Expenses      178.64 

Reunion Account      314.16 Secretary’s Expenses  

Welfare Account    4124.33 Treasurer’s Expenses  

Petty Cash          0.00 Vice Chairman’s expenses  

Sub Totals : 10,039.45 Sub Totals :      178.64 

  
Donations/Data Protection 
Act 

   

Subscriptions    2105.00 Cavalier Capers    1144.00 

Donations    2549.60 Slops Bought    4095.76 

Sale of Slops 1020.57 Postage/Printing/Stationery 1178.85 

Welfare Fund Paid in 0.00 Sundries 605.96 

Reunion 0.00 Reunion Expenses 2102.40 

  Memorial Fund Expenses 0.00 

  Transfer to Welfare Fund 0.00 

Interest as specified  Tax on interest  

Treasurer’s Account  Treasurer’s Account  

Reunion Account  Reunion Account  

Welfare Account  Welfare Account  

Sub Total Income 5675.17 Sub Total Payments 9126.97 

    

  Balances Held  

  Petty Cash 0.00 

  Treasurers Account 2274.51 

  Reunion Account 10.17 

  Welfare Account 4124.23 

  Sub Total Balances 6409.01 

    

Total Income 15,714.62 Total Expenditure 15,714.62 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

HMS CAVALIER ASSOCIATION STOCK HELD on 31/03/2015 
 
 

ARTICLE 
 

RETAIL 
COST 

STOCK RE-
ORDER 

STOCK 
VALUE 

Base Ball Caps 
Crested 

8.50 0  0.00 

Binders for Capers 6.00 48  288.00 

Blazer Badges 12.50 2  25.00 

Cap Tallies 5.50 5  27.50 

Car Stickers 0.60 190  114.00 

Commemorative 
Plates 

10 16  160.00 

Cuff Links 6.00 1  6.00 

Iggy’s Photo’s 44/72 6.00 1  6.50 

Key Rings 3.00 10  30.00 

Ladies Crested Pin 
Badges 

4.50 0  0.00 

Lapel Badges 2.00 14  28.00 

Mugs Crested 5.00 7  35.00 

Photo’s B/W 6.00 9  54.00 

Photo’s Colour 
Small 

1.00 0  0.00 

Pin Badges 3.80 21  79.80 

Polo Shirts 14.00 16  224.00 

Ships Crest 20.00 4  80.00 

Sweat Shirts 18.00 9  172.00 

Sweaters “V” Neck 18.00 4  18.00 

Sweaters Crew 
Neck 

18.00 1  72.00 

Ties Crested 9.50 9  86.50 

White Shirts Crested 
L/S 

14.00 28  392.00 

White Shirts Crested 
S/S 

14.00 6  84.00 

Books 10.00 98  980.00 

Commemorative “T” 
Shirts 

10.00 10  100.00 

70th CDs 10.00 28  280.00 

Total Retail Value 
Stock Held 

   3342.30 

 
 
 



 
 

VICE CHAIRMANS REPORT 
 
Welcome Ladies and Gentlemen to the 2015 reunion here in Blackpool, 
at Tiffany’s Hotel. 
Hope you are all having a great time here at the sea side. 
As you know we are going to Torquay next year in Torbay, hoping it’s 
not as windy there as it is here. The hotel named for the reunion is The 
Victoria Hotel and is part of the TLH Group. This hotel has leisure 
facilities which are free to use as residence, hope to see as many of you 
as possible there, as it is nice meeting you all. 
I put to the floor that Liverpool, Southport or a hotel near the Arboretum, 
there was also a suggestion from the floor a suggestion from the floor 
that Hull might be worth a visit. A vote was held on all the places 
mentioned:- 
Arboretum   21 
Southport     2 
Liverpool     1 
Hull    21 
 
As the Chairman had already voted it was agree that a further vote 
should be held on just the Arboretum and Hull the result was Arboretum 
20 Hull 27.  
We have been there previously and as I remember we all enjoyed it, (I 
believe it was the year The Deep opened). 
The venue for 2017 will be Hull, hotel and dates to be announced at a 
later date in Capers. 
 
David Shardlow  
Vice Chairman. 

 
ELECTION OF OFFICERS 

There have been no nominations for any of the posts, the incumbent 
committee are all prepared to stand for a further year pending 
membership agreement, a vote took place to re-elect En-bloc which was 
proposed by Bob Broad and seconded by John Hills, and this was 
passed unanimously. 
 
The Chairman proceeded to close the meeting and the standard was 
marched off. 
 
“Up Spirits” 
 
Terry Willis      Tony Cox 
 
Hon Sec      Chairman 
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