CAVALIER CAPERS

THE OFFICIAL MAGAZINE OF

THE H.M.S. CAVALIER ASSOCIATION

Web: http://hmscavalier.org.uk
PRESIDENT: Vice Admiral Sir Jeremy Blackham KCB, MA, FRUSI

SECRETARY: Julie Tester
3 Glebelands
Biddenden
Ashford
TN27 8AE

ISSUE No 82 Spring 2023



http://hmscavalier.org.uk/

OFFICERS OF THE ASSOCIATION

PRESIDENT _
Vice Admiral Sir Jeremy Blackham KCB, MA, FRUSI b, *

CHAIRMAN & CAPERS EDITOR

Tony Cox BA, MSc Tel: 01305 835665

12 Seamoor Close e-mail — tang.cox@zen.co.uk
WEYMOUTH

Dorset

DT3 6JY

VICE CHAIRMAN

David Shardlow Tel: 07870286114

9 Swifts View e-mail - davemooseman@aol.com
Kirby Woodhouse

NG17 9DX

SECRETARY

Julie Tester Tel: 01580 291145

3,Glebelands  E-mail-juliehmscavalier@gmail.com
Biddenden

Ashford

TN27 8AE

TREASURER/SLOPS

Alan Yates Tel: 01616 535203

111 Bowness Road e-mail — alanyatesxroyaln@gmail.com
Middleton

Manchester

M24 4EW

CHAPLAIN

Rev. Andrew Huckett  Tel/Fax: 07836 261324

24 Chegworth Gardens e-mail - andrewhuckett@outlook.com
Tunstall

Sittingbourne

ME10 1RH



mailto:tang.cox@zen.co.uk
mailto:juliehmscavalier@gmail.com

CONTENTS

Chairman’s Report
President’s Corner
Vice Chairmans Report
Secretaries Report

Membership and Treasurers Report

Fastest of the Greyhound’s

Tales of Heroism and Disaster

My Life on the Ocean Wave Part 4

HMS Diamond Rock

Postal Cover from the fastest Ship Race
Update from the Ships Volunteer Team
HMS Triumph

E-mail of Thanks

Paul Booy RIP

Update on Paddy Salter Townsend

Fallen Shipmates

11

12

18

21

28

30

32

34

37

37

39

40



CHAIRMAN’S REPORT.

| hope everyone had a good Christmas and new year, it's hard
to believe that we are a quarter of the way through 2023 already.

November 2024 is the 80" anniversary of the commissioning of
the Cavalier, also it is the 40" anniversary of the forming of
CHDT. Therefore we agreed at last years AGM to hold the 2024
reunion in Chatham to celebrate these milestones with CHDT.

| have been in contact with the dockyard, and they are very keen
to hold the weekend of celebration as close to the
commissioning of the Cavalier as possible. As the ship was
commissioned on 22" November 1944, they would like us to
join them on the weekend of 22" — 24 weekend.

| will have the confirmed dates by the May AGM. | am proposing
that for 2024 we hold our reunion on the November dates rather
than our normal dates in May. There will off course be a
discussion and vote on this proposal at the May AGM.

New Secretary

As you are all aware our dedicated Secretary is standing down
at this year’s AGM. Julie has been in the role for 4 year’s and is
finding it difficult, because of other commitments, to give the role
the attention it deserves. Therefore, we are looking for someone
to take on the Secretaries role. | have listed the secretaries’
duties below.

So have a think about it, raise your hand at the appropriate time
during the AGM and a whole new life will open up before you.

Armistice at CHDT 2023

| have it on good authority that this year Remembrance Day
service will be held on Saturday 11" November, | mention this



because some members were under the impression that it was
going to be on Friday 10" November.

| mentioned in the last capers that due to health Bill Arbin has
given up his role of supplying and laying the Cavalier wreath at
the service.

We still haven’t had any volunteers who live local and attend the
service to take on this role. If you feel that it's something you
could do to represent the association then please speak to one
of the committee members.

WORKING WEEKENDS

| must apologise, | thought I'd put the dates of this year's WWE
dates in the winter Capers but clearly failed (time for a new
chairman).

Working Weekend dates for 2023 are as follows:

April 21st — 23

October 20th — 22nd

As usual please let the secretary know if you are coming
because we have to book the Ship & Trades for the Friday night
meal and also the Dockyard for the remaining meals over the
weekend.

HMS Carysfort

We have a total of 19 Carysfort members joining us on our
reunion this year, lets make them very welcome.



| have been in touch with Paul Barnard at CHDT and they have
accorded us free entry to the dockyard over the reunion
weekend.

| look forward to seeing you all at the may AGM in Chatham this
year.

Tony Cox

SECRETARIES DUTIES.

Reply to any emails and correspondence.

| set up a separate email address for Cavalier work, | also set
up a contacts list and electronic capers list, | took these from
Alans master members list, always use the up-to-date one,
remember, to remove anyone who passes away.

All the documents | have used and things | have done etc are
on the memory stick.

Capers

Editor of Capers, Tony does this at the moment.

No more than 40 pages, pages need to be divided by 4.
Give your Secretaries Report and a list of Fallen Shipmates.
Get Capers printed.

Print addresses onto labels.
| use mail merge and use the addresses from the up-to-date
master copy of Alan’s members list.

Buy White A5 envelopes and 2™ class stamps and post out.
| brought myself little address stickers with my home address
and a Cavalier logo for the back of the envelopes. This helps if
any are retuned for any reason, usually 1 or 2.



Send out the electronic Capers, this list is also on Alan’s master
copy, send it to Tony and BCC others.

In the Winter issue of Capers, it only has 32 pages, so that we
can enclose the Subs form and Reunion Booking forms.

Send all receipts to Alan for payment.

Working Weekend

Tony will give you the dates, which are put into Capers, | also
send an email out to everyone, asking who will be attending and
attending days.

Friday evening there is a meal at 7pm in the Ship & Trade, this
needs to be booked about 4 weeks before hand.

Ship & Trade 01634895200

The dockyard needs to know numbers for how many will be
sleeping on board, the Saturday breakfast, Saturday lunch,
Saturday evening meal and Sunday breakfast. These are e-
mailed to James Morgan at the dockyard.

jmorgan@chdt.org.uk
and to
sedwards@chdt.org.uk

Fallen Shipmates

Inform the committee members and Ships Office of the name,
date of passing and commission. Send a condolence card, if
the standard is required, inform Bill to see if it is possible for him
to attend. Add to the list for next AGM.


mailto:jmorgan@chdt.org.uk

AGM

Email out notices of Annual meeting three weeks before hand.
Agenda and minutes of the last meeting, email these to Sarah
and ask her to print out copies.

A list of apologies and a list of Fallen Shipmates for Tony, take
minutes.

We have been giving 3 x £100 prizes toward to cost of staying
at the reunion, | just did “Moonpig” cards for these. Any help
needed, please just ask.

As you can see not a lot of work and for all our retired members
and opportunity to keep up with you computer skills.

PRESIDENT’S CORNER.

It seems only the other day that | was last writing for Capers,
although a new year has dawned since then. It has not either,
been the most cheerful a start to a New Year that | can recall,
and the world seems to be beset with many difficult and
demanding problems, whose solution is not easy to see. Or not
for me at any rate.

At times like these, family and friends can be an even more
important source of strength and comfort than ever. | have
myself found great joy recently in going out of my way to meet
up with old naval friends from way back — and it's a long way
back too, since | shall be 80 this year. Of course, | am not the
only Cavalier in this position, nor probably the only to be seeing
far more of doctors and hospitals that he would like. But even
this can be made easier and less alarming with good and strong
friends from the past, and | really bless the Naval Service for
having enabled me to make such good and lasting friends.



One of the highlights of this advanced part of my life has, of
course, been the Cavalier Association, and the happy exchange
of memories, fun, hard work, runs ashore and even some more
difficult challenges which have been made easier because of
the pleasure, friendship, good memories and fun to be found at
CA reunions. Admiral John, when | was taking over from him
as President of the CA told me what support and happiness he
had found from the CA, especially in more difficult times. Well,
he was quite right. | have found the same thing and | am very
grateful to all the members of the Association. | hope that many
of you feel the same way.

So, it follows that | am very much looking forward to our next
reunion at Maidstone in May this year and | look forward to
seeing plenty of fellow Cavaliers there. It would be even better
to see this year, and in future years, some of the faces that we
haven’t seen for a while, particularly since we will be hosting
members of the smaller HMS Carysfort Association whose extra
numbers should, | hope, help us to continue the reunions into
the future. | hope you will join with me in making them very
welcome. You might like to recall that next year is the 80"
anniversary of Cavalier’s launch and join in the celebration.

Jeremy Blackham

VICE CHAIRMAN’S REPORT.

Here'’s hoping you all good Christmas and New Year, and ready
to face the year ahead. As you all may know HMS Carysfort
members will join us this year in Chatham. It doesn’t seem a
Year since the last reunion how time flies these days. | am
hoping to get the right weekend this year and join you all on the
Friday.

As you are possibly aware the ship first commissioned on the



22nd November 1944 making next year it's 80th birthday. The
Dockyard want to celebrate this event being another milestone
for the ship. We are invited to this celebration being old crew
members and all. It will be proposed that we curtail our reunion
until that weekend. The dates proposed are November 22nd -
25th 2024. This subject will be brought up at the AGM in May.

Dave Shardiow
SECRETARIES REPORT.

The first working weekend this year will be Friday 215tto Sunday
23" April. Anyone wishing to attend some or all of the weekend,
please can you let me know ASAP if you have not already done
SO.

As you all know this will be my last “Secretaries Report”, so |
would like to wish my successor good luck with their new roll
ahead, I'm sure they will find it all smooth sailing. | would also
like to thank everyone for all their support over the last four
years, it's a roll | undertook in memory of my dad, who served
on the Cavalier and was an avid member of the association, |
have enjoyed being involved but as I've said before it’s time for
me to make time for my new challenges and hobbies. | look
forward to seeing you at the Reunion.

Julie

NOTICE OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

| hereby give notice that the Annual General Meeting of the
HMS Cavalier Association which will be held at the Orida
Hotel, Maidstone on Saturday 20" May 2023 at 10 a.m.

All nominations for the committee and seconded proposals
for the agenda must be in my possession for the agenda.
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These must be forwarded to me in writing or e-mail and be
in my possession by 10.30 Saturday 6" May 2023.

No further proposals from the floor or otherwise will be
accepted after the above date. Please ensure that in the
case of the committee nomination all nominees have given
their full approval.

Please be advised Items not on the agenda will not be
discussed at the AGM.

Best regards
Julie Tester
HMS Cavalier Association Secretary

TREASURERS REPORT.

A hearty welcome to the following new members, Andy Naylor
Retired Lt Cdr served on Cav 69, Tony East son of Cliff East ex
Bunting Tosser, Roy Parr and John Moynihan who worked on
the ship at the last WWE and who | believe are FAA, David
Hews who was a Lieutenant on the last commission

Glad to have you all aboard.

Our current membership stands at 173.

As of today, the 28™ °f February we have received 92% of
membership fees which means that about a dozen members
are about to fall off the wagon?

Finances

| have drawn up some figures so that you can get an overall

picture of our finances over the last 5 years, indeed, since | took
over as treasurer.
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YEAR MEMBERS INCOME EXPENSES CLOSING

TOTAL
2017/18 232 £4,638 £1,994 £12,226
2018/19 183 £3,673 £4,602 £10,279
2019/20 184 £3,273 £1,836 £11,680
2020/21 179 £3,087 £3,173 £11,593
2021/22 170 £3,763 £3,390 £11,996
2022/23 173 £2,396* £2446* £11,970*

*At time of going to print. AUDIT DUE.

So, as you can see, we are financially in good shape with the
totals remaining at a similar level thanks of course to the support
of our loyal members.

AGM

We may not have an auction again this time around unless
someone brings something that would warrant it but, if you can
find something to bring for the raffle it all adds to the fun. Last
year there were some very nice prizes, | won a key ring! Also,
we will have £300 in AGM funding prizes to be won and
complimentary wine on each table. What'’s not to like.

Accounts

| have decided to leave our accounts with HSBC as finding an
alternative was becoming a bureaucratic nightmare and also
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because the situation with HSBC has stabilised and | have no
current problems. The imposition of bank charges was galling
but all the other outfits are much the same now. | will keep the
status quo unless the situation changes markedly.

| look forward to meeting many of you at the AGM

Roger. Out

Alan Yates Treasurer and Membership Bosun

From the ED

This following article and photographs have been taken from
the magazine Ships Monthly dated June 2019 with kind
permission from Nicholas Leach Editor of Ships Monthly.

I know that a lot of our members are fully aware of the complete history
of Cavalier, but there are association members who didn’t serve on the
ship and maybe unaware of her history.

FASTEST OF THE GREYHOUND’S.
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HMS Cavalier was one of 96 War Emergency

Programme destroyers ordered 1940-42.

HMS Cavalier (D73) was one of 96 War Emergency
Programme destroyers ordered between 1040 and 1942. She
was also one of the fastest ships to be built with the forward and
aft portions welded and the mid-section riveted to provide
greater strength. This method of construction also helped to
give her additional speed and meant that more women could be
involved in the construction work, as welding was seen as less
heavy work than riveting.

She was one of 32 C class destroyers built for the Royal Navy
and, throughout her 27-year service career, was recognised as
being one of the fastest ships in the fleet. Indeed in 1971, just
before decommissioning, HMS Cavalier took part in a race
against the Frigate HMS Rapid in the Firth of Forth and
achieved and average speed of 31.8 knots. A national
newspaper put up a trophy for the winner, and HMS Cavalier
duly took the title of Fastest Ship in the Fleet.
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Cavalier was built by J.S White & Co at East Cowes. She was
laid down on 28" March 1943, launched on 7" April 1944, and
commissioned on 22" November 1944. She carried a crew of
188 ratings and 12 Officers, had a displacement of 2,520 tons
when fully loaded, and had a range of 2,000 nautical miles at
her cruising speed of 22 knots.

After her commissioning in late 1944, she joined the 6
Destroyer Flotilla and became part of the Home Fleet. She
operated in the coastal waters in and around Norway, and in
February 1945 earned a Battle Honour for her role in reforming
Convoy RA 64 after it came under attack from enemy aircraft
and submarines, because of the actions of Cavalier and other
Royal Navy ships, the convoy finally arrived on the Clyde having
lost only three ships.
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Because of her speed she was also used to escort the liners-
cum-troopships Queen Elizabeth and Queen Mary as they
transported America Gls across the Atlantic.

She then transferred to the Far East and was involved in the
Battle of Surabaya in Java. However, that was the end of her
activity in wartime incidents as the conflict ended soon
afterwards. HMS Cavalier was then sent to Bombay in 1946 to
help quell the mutiny in the Indian Navy. This commission was
one of many carried out in the Far East, until she went to the
Thornycroft Yard in Southampton for modernisation work.
HMS Cavalier returned to service in 1957 following the
completion of the work as a general-purpose escort ship, having
had her torpedo tubes replaced by two Squid anti- submarine
mortars. There was a deckhouse to house these and twin MK 5
Bofars AA guns mounted above it. Her main armament
remained three 4.5in guns, she also had the Mk6M firer control
and remote power control fitted to her guns. Other than these
changes, the ship remained as she had been in her wartime
service.

HMS Cavalier was attached to the 8" Destroyer Squadron in
Singapore, taking part in the nuclear bomb testing at Christmas
Island as part of Operation Dominic in 1962, and she
transported troops from Singapore to Brunei to help suppress a
rebellion there. She remained at Brunei for a short period
afterwards, acting as the centre of communications for the
operational forces.

In 1964 her weaponry was further updated with the fitting of a
quadruple Secat CW 20missile system, after which she joined
the Home Fleet. She continued to carry out various roles and
exercises and one of her actions before decommissioning in
1972 was to help with the salvage of the coaster Saint Brandan
which had caught fire in the "Bristol Channel. A boarding party
from Cavalier managed to get onboard the coaster and
attached a towline; the coaster was then helped into Milford
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Haven. HMS Cavalier's ships company was later given an
£11,000 salvage award for their part in the saving of Saint
Brandan.

After her commissioning HMS Cavalier was laid up for five years
while Lord Mountbatten led a campaign to save her from
scrapping. The campaign was successful and in 1977 she was
purchased by the Cavalier Trust for £65,000, being handed over
to the Trust on Trafalgar Day. She was awarded two special
privileges as a non-commissioned ship; she had permission to
fly the White Ensign, and she retained the ‘HMS’ prefix to her
name.

HMS Cavalier then embarked on a rather nomadic existence,
Criss crossing the country while a permanent home was sought.
In 1982 she was opened up as a museum and memorial ship at
Southampton, but this venture was not successful. She then
moved along the coast to become a centrepiece of the then
newly built marina in Brighton but did not stay there long before
going to the Tyne with the idea that she would become part of
a national shipping exhibition, but that too failed to get off the
ground.

She could have been left rusting there, or even been moved to
a foreign theme park. However, fortunately she was purchased
by the Chatham Historic Dockyard Trust and taken South to a
new home. She arrived at No2 dry dock at Chatham on the 28t
May 1998, and has been there ever since.

Work began straight away with a long-term programme for her
preservation. A small team of volunteers made a start on
cleaning and painting her, bringing her into a fit state for visitors,
and soon after the public were allowed onboard. Two years
later, after further work, public access below decks was
possible. Many visitors have gone onboard to get a sense of
what it would have been like to serve on a WWII destroyer.
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In 2007 HMS Cavalier was designated as a war memorial to
those seamen that lost their lives at sea in World War Il, and
specifically to the 10,000 sailors killed on the 62 Destroyers
which were lost in action during the war.

Restoration work has continued onboard HMS Cavalier and her
three 4.5in guns, which were able to deliver a full broad side
after repair, making her the first Royal Navy ship, flying the
White Ensign, to have done this since HMS London in 1981.

TALES OF HEROISM AND DISASTER

Antarctic Expedition 1839 — 1843
“The Search for the Magnetic Pole”

HMS Erebus and Terror were bomb ships used during the
Napoleonic wars and the Crimea.

Sailing ships of shallow draught for bombardment and shore
targets; with a compliment of 66 and wooden hulls which were
heavily reinforced to take the recoil from mortars which weighed
3 tons each.

They also had capacious room for stores; these ships were
considered ideal for the Antarctic expedition in 1839 — 1843 led
by James Clark Ross in search of the South Magnetic Pole.

In 1836 Terror had sailed into Hudson Bay commanded by
George Black with the intention of reaching Repulse bay, but
never did.

She almost didn’t survive the winter, at one point being pushed
40 ft up a cliff before the ice subsided. Ten months after entering
the ice pack she limped to Ireland, was beached and repaired.
In preparation for the Antarctic Expedition, the admiralty
dockyards doubled the thickness of the ships decks with a layer
of waterproof cloth sandwiched between the old and the new
layers.
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The interiors of both ships were braced with oak beams fore
and aft to resist and absorb shock from ice, and triple strength
canvas was fitted to the sails. The hulls were scarred clean and
double planked and finally sheathed with extra thick copper
plate.

Ross had successfully located the North Magnetic Pole in 1831;
he had spent eight winters in the Arctic and been there for
seventeen of the previous twenty years.

The expedition was extremely well equipped, with stores for
three years, this included vegetable soup, pickled cabbage and
carrots to ward off Scurvey. Ice saws, portable forges, winter
clothing, and even a small flock of sheep.

A years after leaving England Ross left Hobartstown in Van
Diemans Land, today known Hobart Tasmania.

On New Year’s Day 1841 the ships crossed the Antarctic Circle
and warm clothing was issued free to all crew.

They came to the pack edge on 3 January; Ross picked his
point and rammed the edge of the ice with Erebus. For an hour
he repeatedly rammed the same spot, eventually it gave way
and the two ships were able to pass through the ice floes
moving ever Southwards.

By 9" January he was through the pack ice and into open sea;
all eyes looked South for a glimpse of land that no man had
seen before.

The dipping needles they carried show that the Magnetic South
Pole was very close.

On January land was sighted, a range of mountains Ross
named “Admiralty Range”, “Cape Adare” was named after a
friend, and “Victoria Land” after the recent crowned Queen of
England.

He named an area “Ross Sea”, an active volcano her called
“Mount Erebus” and a small extinct one “Mount Terror’.

After encountering a wall of ice rising 160 ft out of the sea,
extending East and West as far as the eye could see, which
prevented him sailing further South, he called the “Great Ice
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Barrier”. At the point he met the barrier he called “McMurdo
Sound”, after the 15t Lieutenant of Terror.

It has since been discovered that the “Ice Barrier” is a vast shelf
of ice, 1,000ft deep and extending for 1,000 miles. Worried that
the ice would close in behind them and never to reopen, they
reversed course on the 9" February and returned to Hobart for
a three month refit.

The following summer Ross sailed South again; this time the
pack ice held them firmly, and they drifted helplessly.

On January 19" 1842 both ships rudders were recked by ice in
a gale, and Erebus had all her hull stripped if it's copper
sheathing. They were not freed from. the ice until February 2",
the furthest South reached was78 deg. It was almost 60 years
before another ship ventured so far South again.

On March 13", there was a final brush with disaster; Erebus
collided with Terror sweeping away her bowsprit; the two ships
drifted towards two icebergs some 60 ft apart. Terror passed
through first Erebus, who's yards hit the ice

Berg again and again. Ross eventually sailed through
backwards.

The returned to the Falkland Islands before sailing South again
in December 1842 to explore the Antarctic Peninsula, not
getting as far a previously.

Arriving home on 4" September 1843 after 4 years and 5
months, data had been gathered on magnetism, oceanography
etc.

It was the last major voyage expedition made entirely under sail.
Ross returned triumphant to receive a Knighthood.
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MY LIFE ON THE OCEAN WAVE PART 4

HMS Mermaid and the Mediterranean Continued

Malta was a colourful place in those days, a good run ashore.
The shops in the capital Valetta. The guard outside the
Governors Palace. Baraca lift. Manoel Island and Corradina
canteen, were all places if interest. The horse draw carriages
(gharis). The water ferries to and from the ship (Dhasisas),
Straight Street, otherwise known as “The Gut” where bar was
next to bar: a cacophony of sound, as each one vied for Jolley
Jacks custom. The Gypsy Queen, The Portsmouth Arms, The
White Horse. There was even one called the Mermaid.

One evening in the Pompey Arms, where on one but the
proprietor was allowed to touch the piano, a Stoker came in
accompanied by a Gent in a camel haired coat, Hmmmm! When
the owner left the bar temporarily, this guy sat at the piano and
played Dream of Alwen, Legend of the Glass Mountain and
many others. The “Gut” fell silent, you could have heard a penny
drop. It turned out that he was a concert pianist returning from
the Far East where he had been entertaining the troops,
stopping off overnight, and wanted to see the low life. He found
the right place.

Really though Malta was quite religious, the bars all shut at
10:30 pm and | never knew any of the girls available for sex.

Quite often | suffered sea sickness, especially on the first or so
at sea. It gradually wore off as the days passed and | got used
to things again. It never stopped me doing my job. More than
once I've been in the boiler room obeying the telegraph signals
from the bridge to manoeuvre the ship out of harbour with a
bucket between my feet. Some of the weather in the
Mediterranean can be quite violent especially the bay | Biscay.
A small ship like Mermaid really felt it
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Sometimes we slept in the hammock stowage, rather than
attempt to sling them. It was dangerous for the Chef to use the
galley because of the pots and pans being thrown all over the
place. We existed on corned beef and ships biscuits for those
that felt like eating.

The mess tables, stools and utensils were all lashed up to stop
them moving, and we sat on the deck with our feet around
stanchions for the same reason, unless actually on watch.

| found that some foods were definitely not good for a queasy
stomach. Tomatoes were one; whereas black tea with a slice of
lemon in helped. If | could last until “tot time” and keep it down,
| was ok for the rest of the day

| remember my dear old dad saying to me once, how he envied
me a life at sea. | had to break his dream by explain it was
artificial light all day long, air was forced down to me and if the
weather was bad, | wouldn’t see the upper deck for days.
Sometimes during out time in the med, Admiral of the Fleet Lord
Louis Mountbatten came aboard while we were at sea, for what
reason | do not know. However, he had not been aboard very
long before he gave the order to abandon ship!

All those not actually on watch had to leave the ship. | had the
afternoon watch in the engine room and my relief was crafty,
relieving me a few minutes early, so that it was | that had to
jump overboard, complete with boots overalls and cap. The
ships motorboat was patrolling for the non-swimmers, or was it
sharks. The Carley floats were full and the lads were having a
high old time turning them over, then clambering back in again;
so | struck out on my own. | was surprised how buoyant the
water was and warm.

We drifted someway from the ship and eventually we hear5d
the bugle call recalling us, so | struck out to return. Not being a
very strong swimmer, | tired. Looking back to the Carley Raft, it
was as far away to the rear as was the ship in front of me, so |
carried on swimming and made it back, just. Which goes to
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show if you have to do something to survive, you can find
reserves of strength.

In June 1953 we had the added bonus of sailing back to
England for the Fleet Review at Spithead to mark the new
Queen’s Coronation. This gave me the opportunity of see my
on year old son, for the first time, (probably the first letter *| had
from Joyce on joining the ship was to say she thought she was
pregnant).

Each watch had one weeks leave before saying farewell and
steaming back to Malta again.

On the minus side of the commission was, | suppose, caused
by many men living in close proximity together.

You might say this should lead to one big happy family, and so
it mostly does; but even families have arguments and fights.
The Chief Stoker at the time was weak and unloved. The
Engineering Officer, likewise, in addition to being a prig! My
opinion. As one of my future managers was prone to say when
holding discussions. Anyone is open to their own stupid
opinions!!

The Engineer certainly did not think much of me. At that time
there was a custom called “evening quarters” at 1600, where
everyone not actually on watch, fell in on the Quarterdeck, in rig
of the day to carry out a series of tasks. Even those who had
kept watches and were making up their sleep had to take part.
Perhaps it was the Stokers to pull the whaler around the ship,
or the seaman to fry an egg and task it to the captain on the
bridge.

On one occasion, my task was to task a party of men down into
the boiler room and briny a supposedly injured mad up on a
Heath Robinson Stretcher. This was a pliable construction of
straps and cane.

Picture a series of iron rung ladders and gratings from the boiler
front plates two decks below, up through a twenty-four-inch
round hatch.
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We completed the task, but not quick enough for our Engineer
Officer, who sent us down again and again and again until
exhausted with the heat we brought the poor chap up folded
double; and he really was injured.

A Scottish lad was the Engineers valet; responsible for cleaning
his shoes, sword and cabin. “Jock: did not have a decent pair
of shoes for Sunday divisions, a time of particular inspection; so
he borrowed the Engineers without his knowledge. | still have
to smile when | picture the Divisional Officer inspecting his own
shoes.

In time he eventually left the ship and his relief was an ex lower
deck rating who had worked his way up to Commander. He was
as different as chalk and cheese; and thought the sun shone
out of my backside to coin a phrase! | don’t know why. Certainly,
| did not change my methods. Just people’s attitudes, | guess.
One of the stokers was a madman when he had drink and made
life on the mess very awkward. Everyone was frightened of him;
I've seen him smash the mess mirror looking at his own image,
and cut is hands to ribbons. He did at least two periods if sixty
days DQ’s in the army prison in Gibraltar, before finally being
sent home.

On one occasion we were in refit in Gibraltar and living ashore
in wooden hut accommodation in HMS Rooke. Resting on my
bunk one Saturday afternoon | heard a commotion in the
passageway, and on investigation found “Big Mac” (yes,
another one) who had consumed a jug of grog, chasing a
shipmate who’d just come out the shower wearing nothing but
a towel threatening to kill him for grassing on him. | jumped on
his back and was also threatened with death when he’d shaken
me off; so | told the original victim that if he didn’t run and fetch
the corporal of the guard, I'd let Big Mac loose.

Another occasion was my birthday. | celebrated ashore with two
chum and was joined st some stage by Mac in the “Winter
Gardens bar. He later disappeared for a time until the doorman
came to my table and said | was required at the door, there was
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Mac in the company of a naval policeman and a Gibraltarian
policeman, plus an army of RAF MP’s. They wanted him to
return quietly to the ship and no further action would be taken.
Mac wanted me to fight with them and swung a punch; at which
they handcuffed him and took him away.

At his defaulters table, where | gave evidence for Mac, The
Captain said “why did you go ashore with him” to which | replied,
that | hadn’t, but couldn’t turn a shipmate away I'd met ashore.
Leaving the Captains table, the 15 Lieutenant and the Engineer
Officer said to me, take him behind X gun and give him a good
hiding and we’ll look the other way; | didn’t really fancy that, but
he got sixty days again anyway.

Eventually the Engineering Officer summoned me and said” |
hear you are the only one that can handle Big Mac”. | am
stopping his tot (this was two parts water and one part rum) and
he was not to receive any sippers. | am from the lower deck,
and | know what goes on, | am relying on you to sort it out.
Sippers is a friendly gesture to a shipmate. It could be a form of
reward, or a means of paying for a service, such as having your
washing done for you, or your duty watch by another. “Gulpers”
of course id a lot of “Sippers”.

Everyone always gave Mac “Sippers” so one can imagine the
scenario at tot time when | dished the grog out, he has no tot
and | must warn everyone else not to give him any. It did not go
down very well with most of the lads. Being a Leading Hand is
not all fun and games. There is flak from below as well as
above. They soon came round though after Mac was sent to
Portsmouth D.Q.s and did not return to the ship.

The catering on Mermaid was called Canteen Messing; where
the Admiralty gave each man an allowance each month for
food, spread between the number of men in the mess.

If the money wasn'’t spent each month, it was a credit. If the
mess was overspent, it meant a whip round to pay the debt. We
were always in debt.
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Two cooks of the mess were detailed each week to prepare the
main meal each day and take it to the galley for the chef to cook
and collect it at noon to dish out to each man. There was no
breakfast unless there was something to cook, and one did it
themselves, there was no puddings or evening meal.

Some Sundays | used to give the chef half a tot to use his oven
and make jam tarts ort rock cakes. | probably took me about an
hour to make them and 10 minutes for the lads to scoff them.
The heads would appear over the rim of the hammock “made
any cakes today, Bob? If Id stayed ashore overnight on
Saturday, they’'d wait for me to come aboard Sunday to make
the Yorkshire pudding.

Before anyone jumps to conclusions about stopping ashore
overnight; there were various sailors home where one could get
a bed for a few shillings, as opposed to having to sling a
hammock.

The Suez Canal was traversed a few times during the
commission and Port Said was well known for its thieving and
tricksters. The Gillie men were so clever, working most of the
streets they would change copper money into silver, you
thought! Take baby chicks from your ears! We used to get them
to do a show on the ship and pay them in cigarettes.

| had a pair of brown leather shoes made there. The cobbler
drew around my feet with a pencil and brought them back the
next day; very comfortable they were too.

The “Bum” boats used to trade over the ships side or through
the portholes; until the duty watch were ordered to turn the fire
hoses on them. One case | remember, was one of the lads had
a watch coat to sell, and the Arab offered him a thousand
“Ackers” through the porthole. Neither would let go first, but
eventually both let go together and the bum boat sped away.
When stokes looked at his bank note it was German occupation
script, and not worth the paper it was written on.
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Eventually, after 27 months, my relief was due in late December
1953.

The procedure was for details to be forwarded to Fort Riccasoli,
the local barracks, and a flight card was issued. Murphy’s law
prevailed, and my reliefs flight was delayed at Nice for two days
with engine trouble. Fortunately, my flight card in the queue
stood — but more trauma was to come.

| collected all my kit and belongings; the Engineer Officer shook
my hand and wished me well. It really was like leaving home
again after so long in the same environment.

Arriving in Riccasoli, three days before Christmas, | travelled
next morning to Luqua airport to catch my flight home; only to
be told there no available seat for me. This apparently was a
common occurrence. Blame was usually attached by the rank
and file unfairly, to an Officer or Chief’s wife wanting to take the
kitchen sink home. They wouldn’t do that would they! One just
kept going to the airport each morning until one got lucky.

In reality, too many flights had been promised in time for
Christmas to the amount of planes available; and to ease the
situation “jack” was having his flight delayed for the slightest
offence.

Meanwhile, back in “Riccasoli” that day; | was in charge of two
men putting up wire for the Officers tennis courts. | was smoking
a cigarette when the Officer Commanding went by. Apparently,
it was an offence to smoke at work, and he told me to report
myself to the Officer of the Day for his report. In Mermaid one
could smoke anywhere anytime, except on the quarterdeck
(small ship routine)

The Officer of the Day said “if it had been anyone else but the
Commander, he could forget it” but in the event had to put me
in the 15t Lieutenants report. Bad news: this is the chap stopping
all the flights at the slightest excuse.

Later that day in front of jimmy the one, after the charge had
been read out; he asked how long I'd been out there. | knew the
next line was going to be “well another week or two won'’t hurt
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you will it” so | blurted out “your pardon Sir” if you think to punish
me by stopping my flight, you will be punishing my wife and the
child | have not yet seen (little white lie this). He went purple
with rage. But eventually managed to say “well, you can go this
time “three days stoppage of leave and one day’s pay to be
recorded.

Obviously, | only did that day’s stopped leave, because the next
morning | got a seat on the plane and eventually walked into my
family’s arms at 8.30 pm Christmas Eve.

A particular thing with regard to smoking. At one time at lectures
on how to treat wounded men; the first thing was loosen their
collar; the second was stick a cigarette in their mouth. Oh! How
times have changed. Even | have learnt my lesson and do not
smoke anymore.

To be Continued

Bob Styants

HMS DIAMOND ROCK

Whilst in the West Indies in HMS Rothesay, we visited ‘Fort de
Franc’ the capital of Martinique in the French West Indies in
early December 1965. It is quite different from the British
islands, being part of Metropolitan France with MPs in Paris,
and a very French culture and cuisine. It is perhaps best known
for the volcanic eruption of Mount Pelée in 1902 which turned
the town of St Pierre, then the main town of Martinique, into a
20t century Pompeii, killing 30,000 people in a few minutes with
its pyroclastic flow. The ash covered ruins are still there.

Less well known is a large rocky “volcanic plug” just off the south
coast of Martinique, about 600 feet high with sheer sides and
one narrow scrambling path to the top. It is covered in
vegetation and infested with the Fer de Lance snake, one of the
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most venomous known. Somehow it is the only site in
Martinique where this very dangerous snake is found.

In 1803 England was, as so often, at war with France on a
world-wide scale, with a lot of naval action in the Caribbean,
around the major French base at Fort Royal (today Fort de
France). Now it happened that, in those days, the route for
sailing ships into Fort Royal lay between this rock and the main
island. Commodore Samuel Hood decided in December of that
year to land a naval party of 128 men on the rock and to
commission it as ‘the sloop, HMS Diamond Rock’. They
somehow parbuckled* some ship’s guns to the top of the rock
and remained there for 17 months, successfully harassing
French shipping until, in May 1805, they surrendered to the
French Marines. Admiral Villeneuve and the main French fleet
had arrived at Martinique during the famous chase by Nelson
across the Atlantic and back before Trafalgar and decided that
the White Ensign flying on French territory was too great an
insult to ignore. The crew of HMS Diamond Rock had lost 17
men, most of them to snake bites.

We felt that the exact 162" anniversary of the commissioning
of this remarkable “ship” deserved some recognition, so a small
group of us set off by boat from Fort de France to make the 15
mile trip to HMS Diamond Rock, to scale it and, briefly and
provocatively, hoist the White Ensign at the top! It was very hot,
and the climb was not only very stiff, but more of a serious climb
than a scramble. Moreover, we made occasional sightings of
the dreaded Fer de Lance and the only serum we had was with
our Australian doctor who, being a mountaineer, was well ahead
of us and out of sight. | am afraid that the less intrepid of us only
made it halfway, where we saw a Fer de Lance kill a small
animal instantaneously with its bite, and we decided that a cold
beer and a swim off the rock in crystal clear water where we
could see the sandy bottom and coral some ten fathoms down,
offered a better bet. We were, | am afraid, less hardy (or maybe
less foolhardy) than our naval ancestors.
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Our ‘feat’ grew in the telling on our way back to Fort de France
and by the time the sun was under the yard arm (on its way
down) and we had a rum and coke in our hand, even we
believed the story we told of our daring exploit. Fortunately, the
Australian doctor, who had got to the top, displayed unusual tact
and diplomacy and made no comment on our slightly fanciful
version of the tale, although it cost us all a few drinks later!

Jeremy Blackham

*Parbuckle. Look it up on google!

POSTAL COVER FROM THE FASTEST SHIP RACE

Member Lise Whittle — a keen stamp collector — recently bought
this commemorative postal cover (envelope) which was carried
on board HMS Rapid during the Royal Navy ‘Fastest Ship’ race
between HMS Cavalier and the frigate HMS Rapid which was
held 50 years ago on 6 July 1971. The details of this race are
well documented on ‘The Historic Dockyard Chatham’ website.

M S. Cavi ;l X
:,\q-qu‘-\‘:i__‘.lﬂm ks \Jh"‘, = H’_C_:T \}
OFF .Cy‘
CARRIED COVER s

ROYAL NAVY"FASTEST SHIP"RACE
6 July 1971.

31



Following a challenge set during an exercise in 1970, this
friendly race was arranged between the two ships to decide
which ship was faster. The challenge was particularly
interesting as both ships were similar - HMS Rapid was a former
‘R’ class destroyer with machinery outfit and a hull form identical
to that of HMS Cavalier. Both ships were elderly by Naval
standards but with the passing of the fleet destroyers, they were
still two of the fastest vessels in the Royal Navy. A national
newspaper donated a trophy for the “Fastest Ship of the Fleet”,
attracting great publicity.

On 6" July 1971 the two ships met off the Firth of Forth. The
weather conditions were perfect. It was a hard fought race!
After two hours the race had little in it, Cavalier had worked level
with Rapid when the frigate lifted a safety valve. HMS Cavalier
was declared the winner by just 30 yards over a distance of 64
miles. Her average speed was 31.8 knots, a speed very few
more modern ships would achieve. Since then Cavalier has
been affectionately known as ‘“The fastest of the Greyhounds’,
and it was one of Cavalier’s final duties that was to secure her
a proud place in Naval history. After a record 27 years of Royal
Navy service for such a ship, a few months after the race HMS
Cavalier was approved for disposal in December 1971, and
almost a year to the day after the race she returned to Chatham
for the last time on 5th July 1972.

Film footage taken from both ships and aerial filming during the
race is available online. Many of the crew are shown in the films.
https://www.iwm.org.uk/collections/item/object/1060020605

Do any of our members remember this exciting event?

Many of the postal covers carried on HMS Rapid were specially
printed for the event (and can be bought online) although Lise
does not know how many were produced, or if similar covers
were carried on board HMS Cavalier.

Reverse of cover
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THE LATEST UPDATE FROM THE CAVALIER
VOLUNTEER WORKING TEAM.

First of all, we have had new volunteers that have joined us and
have been a breath of fresh air, also a great bunch so we have
been able to get a great deal done.

The main focus has been the inside of the ship, but we haven'’t
neglected the outside because the deck has now been painted
including the forecastle or as we know it the pointed bit. There
are holes that have been identified just by the capstans and they
are yet to be corrected although they are a high priority.

The ships side has been painted but not the boot topping yet.
The ensign staff has been refurbished and refitted. The the
squid deck has been prepared but because of the weather it still
needs to be completed. The diving store is also being renovated
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which is a big job due to all the welding, water issues that are
hampering this job thereby increasing the timeframe.

The forward mess has been painted but all tables and
hammocks have been removed because the floor tiles (deck)
will be stripped out and replaced but that will be in April when
the new budget comes into effect.

The stoker’'s mess is being painted at the time of writing this
update and we are hopeful of limited opening to the public in
small groups but we have got to get it looking like a lived in
mess.

| mentioned previously that the submarine has been fitted with
all bells and whistles lights and sounds and this has been done
in a limited part on the Cavalier but more sounds are to be
added over the next few months to give it a lived in atmosphere.
Everything so far has been really positive even the pigeons
have been kept away or at least most of them but we have been
let down by not getting the promised equipment from the Bristol
and this is not me sitting back as | have tried and tried to get
down there to get soft furnishings mattresses but it seems there
does seem to be a lack enthusiasm on some parts but | will stop
there before | get banned. (Supposedly there is pallets of
equipment down in Portsmouth waiting).

Well that’s all for this episode and looking forward to all at the
working weekend and | have a question for all you old sailors,
why was the Jimmy the one called that?

Regards Jim Low

Cavalier
Commission 70-72.
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HMS Triumph
|

Built as a Light Fleet Carrier and first commissioned in 1946
HMS Triumph had a compliment of 33 officers and 861 ratings.
She served in the Korean war and later as a cadet training ship.
Subsequently she was converted at Portsmouth Dockyard to
the role of Heavy Repair Ship and was commissioned again in
1965.

The conversion involved the complete removal of all original
aircraft facilities and fitting out the hanger with workshop
facilities. Superstructures were added on parts of the flight deck
to accommodate other workshops, including facilities for
helicopter maintenance.
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The variety of machines fitted in the workshops gave the ship
the capability to carry out repairs that would other wise require
the facilities of a dockyard.

After her re-commission Triumph became the Fleet
Maintenance Ship of the far east Fleet, providing maintenance
support for guided missile and fleet destroyers and all classes
for frigates.

While these ships are alongside, they are provided with not only
technical assistance but also power suppliers. This enabled
them to shut down their systems. Hotel services are also
provided including food canteen facilities, all types of stores
from radio spares to clothing, medical and dental treatment,
assistance from Chaplain’s and the Instructor Officer.
Examination boards are also held onboard.

Of the total compliment of 894 there are 33 Officers including
the Commanding Officer plus 212 Senior Rates. The proportion
of skilled artificers and experienced ratings is high largely
because of the technical nature of the work in ships alongside.
Eight Officers and 210 rating are organised into three separate
Fleet Maintenance Units comprising all technical skills.

Although the ship’s normal base id Singapore, one of her most
important features is her mobility and from time to time she has
to proceed elsewhere East of Suez to provide support where it
is needed. One such deployment was to Mombasa, Kenya, in
November-December 1967.

| served on the Triumph from 1970 to 1971, this was the
beginning of the handover of the dockyard to Anzac.

| was attached to one of the Fleet Maintenance Units and was
lucky enough to have a married posting to Singapore. In my time
in Singapore, | only did one trip on the ship to provide FMG
support in Hong Kong.
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Although Triumph played a very important humanitarian role in
1971. During the devastating floods in Bangladesh, Triumph
was sent to offer aid. It was all hands to the pumps, for days
we were loading the ship with food, blankets, tools, helicopters
etc.

Unfortunately, | was not one of the ship’s crew therefore | stayed
in Singapore and worked from the shore facilities.

Triumph is a name that has long been in the Royal Navy. The
first was a 68 gun ship, a ‘Great Ship’ of some 1000 tons which
won battle honours in the Amada campaign in b1588. She was
commanded in this battle by Martin Frobisher who was knighted
by Queen Elisabeth 1 for his services.

Triumph 2 (1623 — 1688) was a Second Rate of 921 tons and
won 10 battle honours, mostly during the First and Second
Dutch wars.

Triumph 3 (1698 — 1737) was a Second rate 1,482 tons.

Triumph 4 (1764 — 1858) was a Third rate of 1,825 tons and
carries 74 guns. She took part in the Battle of Camperdown.
(1797) but was not present at Trafalgar nor at any other of
Nelson’s great victories.

Triumph 5 was an iron-clad of 6,640 tons (1870 — 1905).

Triumph 6 was a pre-Dreadnought Battleship of 11,985 tons.
(1903 — 1915). She carried four 10-inch guns and fourteen 7.5-
inch guns. She had a speed of 20 knots. She spent the first part
of the First world war in the China Fleet and in 1915 sailed for
the Mediterranean arriving at the Dardanelles in February. Until
25 May1915, she was constantly employed in bombardment
and on other duties, but on that day she was sunk by U21. After
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the sinking of Triumph 6 the name was kept going by two
Drifters.

Triumph 9 (1938 — 1942) was a ‘T’ class submarine of 1,090
tons with a 4-inch gun and 10 torpedo tubes. After much action
in the Second World War, including having her bows blown off
in the Skaggerak by a mine but managed to limp home, she was
declared missing on patrol in the Aegean in January 1942.

E-MAIL OF THANKS

| would like to thank all Cavalier’s for their kind messages, cards
and sincere thoughts after Dennis Curd Crossed the Bar on the
21st January 2023.

They have brought so much comfort to my family and myself.
Thank you all so much.

Yours sincerely
Jackie Cole

PAUL BOOY RIP

Paul Booy passed away suddenly after a fall on 24/02/2023,
aged 82. Having joined the Royal Navy from school, he served
as a gunner on the Cavalier from 59-61, particularly enjoying a
tour of the Far East and Australia under Captain Hope. He was
pleased to subsequently serve under Hope aboard HMS
Manxman.

Having met Evelyn in Plymouth, and married in 1966, he left the

Navy in 1969. After a spell working in a factory, he trained as a
teacher and taught history in Purton village, just outside
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Swindon, until his retirement in 2000. He subsequently gave
talks on varied historical topics to many local organisations, an
activity which he pursued until his death.

To raise money to support the permanent preservation of the
Cavalier, in 1998, he gave a talk about his time on the
ship. There were 59 attendees, and donations were received
from six others who could not attend.

Paul will be cremated in his Cavalier blazer and tie on 29th
March, 2023, alongside a history of Europe by A. J. P. Taylor.
Rum cannot be cremated, but a small tot will accompany him
until the last possible moment. He will be remembered at a
service at St. Mary's Church in Purton at 14:00 on the same
day. In lieu of flowers, the family have asked that donations be
given to support the Cavalier.

Regards

Miles Booy/Evelyn Booy
Update on Paddy Salter Townsend.

Further medical update on Paddy Salter Townsends situation.
He is currently very ill in hospital waiting for his condition to
improve enough for him to be moved into a care home. He is
confused and is not recognising people which may possibly be
due to medication. | have spoken to Freda, and she is bearing
up. | told her that we, the association, whom they have
supported for many years are thinking of them and hoping for
the best possible outcome.

If anyone would like to write to Freda, please contact me for
address details.

Regards

Alan (Rowdy) Yates
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FALLEN SHIPMATES
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Dennis Curd
Paul Booy

21/01/2023
24/02/2023

60/61
59/61

Deepest sympathies are extended to our ship mates’

families and friends.

May they find calm seas and a safe anchorage

40




